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PAGE ONE: (5 panels)

Panel 1: It’s nighttime in what looks like a junkyard. There is an exploded vehicle in the 
background, the wreckage of which looks like a school bus that has been ripped in half. 
There are several fires burning which casts light on the center of the junkyard, and there 
is debris and twisted metal pieces strewn on the ground. In the center of this area there 
are two men facing off against each other. One of the men is The Defender, a caped 
superhero who is wearing a brightly colored costume. He has a half mask which exposes 
his black hair on the top of his head. His costume is torn and burned off on his chest, with 
his cape tattered, but his skin doesn’t have any marks on it because it is invulnerable. The 
Defender is standing closer to the wreckage and is surrounded by flames. We can only 
see the silhouette of the other man across the clearing from The Defender. He is holding 
an assault rifle in his hand.

CAP 1:
THEN: Jersey City.

CAP 2:
6 months ago.

Defender:
It’s over, Reaper! You’re finished!

Panel 2: View is shifted over to the other man, The Reaper. He is dressed in body armor 
similar to the protective gear that motorcyclists wear, with armor plates underneath a 
black leather jacket. His clothes are also torn and destroyed in places, but he is bleeding 
and burned because he is not invulnerable. He’s holding his left arm close to his chest 
and there is blood caked on his left shoulder. The Reaper’s face is covered by a half skull 
mask which covers up to his eyes which are covered with cracked goggles. The Reaper’s 
blond hair is stained with blood, which is dripping down his face. The Reaper is pointing 
the assault rifle (which looks like an HK416 or an AR-15 rifle) at The Defender while 
standing his ground.

Reaper: 
I don’t think so, Defender. I have enough armor piercing rounds to tear through even 
your skin.

Panel 3: Close up on The Defender. He is walking towards The Reaper now, staring him 
down with a fierce look in his eyes as he moves towards him. 
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The Defender:
If you think you can stop me, go ahead and try. This ends tonight. 

The Defender:
One way or another.

Panel 4: Close up on The Reaper’s face. We can see one of his eyes through the cracked 
goggles, and it is bloodshot and glowing red. This is the indicator that he is using his 
ability, which is that he can figure out how to kill anyone or anything, on The Defender.

The Reaper:
Come on then. Let’s finish it.

Panel 5: View on the Defender. He is charging at The Reaper with his fist raised and is 
screaming. There are bullets bouncing off of his chest as he is running towards The 
Reaper.

The Defender:
RAARGHH!!

SFX:
(Automatic rifle sound effect)
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PAGE TWO: (4 panels)

Panel 1: Simon wakes up in his bed, as if waking from a nightmare. Simon is a very fit 
and broad shouldered man, who has a shaved head and a black beard that is well kept and 
trimmed. He’s wearing a plain white t-shirt and black athletic shorts. He’s in a twin bed 
which is very plain and bare, with just a sheet on it, and the bedroom is the same with just 
a closet and dresser but nothing on the walls. 

CAP 1:
NOW: Chicago.

CAP 2:
6:24 AM.

Panel 2: Simon has swung his feet around and is sitting on the edge of the bed. He’s 
resting his chin on his hand and running his other hand over his bald head. The walls 
around him are a pale off-white and bare of any decorations at all. The window near him 
is covered by a set of blinds that are closed, and are letting in some of the morning 
sunlight. 

Panel 3: Simon has stood up and is walking across the room to the bathroom. The view is 
down near his feet as he’s walking across the carpeted floor. 

Panel 4: Simon is in the shower. We can only see the top of his head and an arm which is 
stretched over his head. There is a lot of steam coming from behind the shower curtain. 

CAP:
6:37 AM
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PAGE THREE: (6 panels)

Panel 1: Simon is now dressed in a white dress shirt and a black suit. He has an untied 
black tie draped around his neck and he is standing and looking inside his refrigerator. 
Behind him, we see a small kitchen island with counters separating the kitchen and the 
living room.

CAP:
7:09 AM

Simon:
Ugh.

Panel 2: View inside the refrigerator. It’s empty except for a couple cans of beer and a 
bottle of cheap whiskey that’s lying on its side. On the bottom shelf there are a couple 
Chinese food containers that have stains on the outside of them.

Simon (off-panel):
I really have to go food shopping.

Panel 3: Simon sits in his living room, eating out of one of the Chinese food containers. 
He sits on a couch, which is the only piece of furniture in the room. 

CAP:
7:17 AM

Panel 4: Close up as Simon throws the empty container out in a trash can in the kitchen.

Panel 5: Simon is tying his tie near his front door. 

Simon:
Alright, Simon. Time for your first day then. 

Panel 6: View on Simon’s back as he walks out of his front door. He has his hand on the 
knob and is pulling it closed behind him. 

CAP:
7:26 AM
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PAGE FOUR (4 panels):

Panel 1: Simon is sitting inside of a bus, looking out the window. The bus is driving past 
mostly residential buildings as it is heading out towards the suburbs from the city. Simon 
has ear buds in. Simon is holding a cup of coffee from a chain coffee shop (like Starbucks 
or Dunkin Doughnuts).

Panel 2: Simon is off the bus and crossing the street. The bus is pulling away behind him. 
Simon is drinking out of his coffee cup. The area behind the bus stop looks like an 
abandoned strip mall in the suburbs, with a couple of old store fronts that are boarded up 
and left in disrepair.

CAP:
8:13 AM

Panel 3: Simon has crossed the street, and is standing in front of the building. The view is 
just on Simon as he is looking up at the building from the sidewalk. He’s frowning as he 
looks at it.

Panel 4: The view has rotated and pulled back so we see the building and Simon standing 
in front of it. It’s a four level building that used to be a bank headquarters but is now 
abandoned. The outside of it looks like it is in extreme disrepair, with a large “For Lease” 
sign planted in front of it. The building itself looks like an old building in a city that no 
one looks twice at. The kind of place where no one remembers what used to be there or 
why it hasn’t been torn down yet. 

Simon:
What a shithole.

CAP: 
“It’s the best I can do alright?”
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PAGE FIVE (6 panels)

Panel 1: Inside the building. Despite the façade, the lobby of the building is very nice and 
high tech. There is a small bank of elevators and a hallway to the rest of the office at the 
back of the lobby. In the center there is a security desk where Steve and Jonas are sitting 
and talking. Steve is a tall and muscular African-American man and Jonas is an average 
sized Caucasian man with brown hair. Both of them are wearing security uniforms but 
are both heavily armed. At their desk is a bank of security monitors and there are metal 
detectors on both sides of them. Simon has entered the building and is walking up to the 
security desk. 

Steve:
This is why I don’t like playing the Movie Celebrity Game with you, Jonas. 

Jonas: 
I don’t know actors names. I haven’t seen nearly as many movies as you have. 

Steve: 
I like going to the movies.

Jonas:
Well I like going to the bars. That’s my hobby.

Panel 2: Simon is at the security desk. He has set his coffee cup on the desktop and is 
standing in front of Steve and Jonas. Steve and Jonas are still facing each other and 
talking.

Steve:
That’s not a hobby. It’s an addiction.

Simon: 
Um - - 

Jonas:
--Bullshit it’s not a hobby. --

Simon:
--Excuse me?

Panel 3: Steve has stood up and is facing Simon. Jonas has turned towards Simon but is 
still sitting back in his chair. 

Steve:
Can I help you?
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Simon:
Uh, it’s first day and…

Steve: 
What’s your name? 

Simon: 
Oh, uh... right. Simon… Simon Cruise.

Panel 4: Simon has handed Steve his license, and Steve is looking at it. Jonas has picked 
up the phone at his desk.

Steve:
We’ll just get this checked out then and you can be on your way upstairs.

Simon: 
Great, thanks.

Nero (off-panel):
You’re here early. I like that.

Panel 5: Simon has turned and is now face to face with an older, grizzled Caucasian man, 
Christopher Nero. Nero has short gray hair and a gray beard, with some scars on his face 
and neck. Nero wears a dark suit, with an American flag pin on his lapel. Nero has a very 
slight smile and he has his hand extended to Simon.

Nero:
I’m Christopher Nero. Welcome to AVT Limited. 

Panel 6: Simon has crossed over to Nero and is shaking his hand. Simon matches Nero in 
stature; both have the look of a military man. Around them, there are a couple people 
filing in and passing through security.

Simon:
General, it’s good to meet you.

Nero:
No ranks here, son. We’re all just civilians. Now come on, I’ll show you to my office.
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PAGE SIX (4 panels)

Panel 1: Simon and Nero are exiting an elevator on the fourth floor of the building. There 
are two other people in the elevator who are also getting off of it.

Nero:
We’ll get some of this paperwork squared away in my office before I introduce you to the 
rest of the team. As my assistant you’re going to be working pretty closely with all of the 
departments. 

Simon:
Gotcha.

Nero: 
Plus, you’ll be helping Jamie with filing and document preparation. We create a lot of 
paper around here, after all.

Panel 2: Simon and Nero are walking down a hallway towards Nero’s office. Simon is a 
step or two behind Nero as they walk. There are a couple other people that are wearing 
suits walking past them in the hallway going the other direction.

Nero:
With all of the insurance claims that we handle, And thanks to Jamie, we haven’t been 
buried alive in all those dead trees. That woman is a Godsend. You ask me, we don’t pay 
her nearly enough.

Simon:
Why is there so much? Paperwork, I mean.

Panel 3: Nero has stopped and turned around to face Simon.

Nero:
They didn’t tell you anything. Typical. Our job is to clean up the mess after the heroes 
are done. And not that I have to tell you, but superheroes make a huge fucking mess.

Panel 4: They have entered Nero’s office. Nero is crossing over to his desk. He is 
gesturing to the chairs in front of it. The office has a big window, and is well furnished 
with a large oak desk and a very hi-tech monitor sitting on top of it. The walls are a very 
modern looking brushed metal. The view is from the inside of the “bullpen” of the office 
looking through a window into Nero’s office.

Melanie (off-panel):
That the new guy?

Jamie (Off-panel):
Yep. Christ, look at the size of him. He’s huge!
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Melanie (OP):
No kidding. Mmmm.

Jamie (OP):
Mel!
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PAGE SEVEN (6 panels)

Panel 1: Tim, Melanie, and Jamie are standing around a desk and looking through Nero’s 
office window. Tim is dipping a tea bag into a mug of steaming water. Tim is a young 
and thin African-American man, wearing a very stylish striped shirt and a vest. Melanie 
is a tall redheaded woman, very pretty and dressed in a casual business suit. Jamie is a 
short and mixed race/light skinned woman. Jamie is wearing a sweater and a skirt, and 
has some bright red rimmed glasses on. 

Melanie:
What, Jamie? Just pointing out that he’s hot. 

Tim: 
Gotta agree with her on that one.

Jamie:
You too, Tim?

Tim:
Me and every other person that gets a look at him. He is gorgeous.  

Panel 2: Closer on Tim, Melanie, and Jamie. Behind them, we can see more of the 
“bullpen” which is three rows of desks that are separated by low walls. 

Melanie:
No way is this guy a normal like they said. He’s got to have some sort of power, right? 
Do you think he’s a Full?

Jamie:
Mr. Nero says that he’s just a normal. No special abilities at all.

Tim: 
He’s got to be at least a Partial like us.

Josh (off-panel):
What are you girls gossiping about now?

Panel 3: The three of them turn around and are looking at Josh. Josh is standing behind 
them with a can of cola in his hands. He is a young Caucasian man, with disheveled 
brown hair that is uncombed. He is wearing a wrinkled shirt with a loose black tie. He 
looks and acts like a typical slacker guy.

Jamie:
We’re just talking about the new guy, Josh. None of your business.
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Josh:
Why? Because I’m not undressing him with my eyes like the rest of you?

Panel 4: Josh is now standing next to Tim, Melanie, and Jamie. 

Josh: 
But seriously though, that dude is jacked.

Melanie: 
Right?

Josh:
He’s got to be military. Or a former Agent.

Tim: 
No way.

Panel 5: View is pulled back so we can see the four talking and in the background is 
Simon filling out forms on the desk.

Josh:
This place is beyond top secret. The only reason why we’re all working here is because 
we have abilities. And they want us to think that this guy doesn’t have any powers? It’s a 
cover!

Jamie: 
Alright Mr. Paranoid, what is it a cover for?

Josh: 
Only one thing makes sense. He’s a Super. One that was famous enough that they had to 
hide him here. 

Panel 6: Close up on Josh as he’s talking to the others.

Josh: 
6 months ago, The Defender kills The Reaper in self-defense and just disappears. No one 
has seen him since. 

Melanie (off-panel):
So you think –

Josh:
-- He’s got to be. Right?
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PAGE EIGHT (5 Panels)

Panel 1: Inside Nero’s office. Simon is hunched over filling out forms while Nero is 
sitting at his desk and is pouring himself a whiskey into a small glass.

Nero:
And that takes care of all that HR bullshit. Henry will have to go over everything again 
this afternoon, but the important thing is to not be a twat around here and don’t feel up 
anybody you work with. 

Simon:
That sounds reasonable.

Nero:
You’d be surprised. 

Panel 2: View on Nero. He is leaned back in his chair, holding his glass of whiskey and 
looking at Simon.

Nero:
Now, our chief responsibility here at this and all the other branches of AVT is processing 
insurance claims following superpowered conflicts. Boring stuff. To do this, we hire only 
those with abilities. Almost all of them are extremely low level.

Panel 3: View is on the both of them as Simon has leaned back and is looking at Nero. 
Nero has leaned forward in his chair and has set his glass down on his desk.

Nero:
It’s estimated that less than one percent of the U.S. population has abilities. That’s still a 
lot of people. The Agency finds and trains those with useful powers to help protect the 
world at large.

Panel 4: This is a larger panel that is comprised of many images of the employees using 
their powers as they work. First we see Josh, who has super-speed but only in his hands, 
as he is typing very quickly on a computer and his hands are nothing but a blur. We also 
see Melanie, who has the ability to manipulate ink on paper, as she has forms in her hand 
that are being manipulated with words forming and an energy effect coming from the 
page. Third we see Austin (who has not been introduced yet), he is an early twenties man 
with glasses and short cropped hair. Austin is surrounded by computers and is actively 
engaged in conversation with the one in front of him. Last is Tim, who is floating above 
ground and replacing a light bulb on the ceiling, far above the floor.

CAP:
“But not everyone can lift tanks or bounce bullets off their chests. And those who have 
more mundane abilities end up here at AVT. They do their job and get to live normal 
lives, and the Agency protects them from the other side.”
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CAP 2: 
“You mean from the Cause.”

CAP:
“Exactly.”

Panel 5: The view is back on Simon and Nero again. Nero has picked up his glass and is 
leaning toward Simon on his other elbow.

Nero:
In this boring office, it’s easy to forget why we need the Agency. These people couldn’t 
hurt a fucking infant if they tried to. But most people with abilities, well…
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PAGE NINE (Panel 6)

Panel 1: The outside of a different AVT office, this one is again in a seemingly closed 
office building. The building itself should look different though, it is one level and much 
more rundown on the outside. It is raining, a very dreary day. There is a van with a label 
on it for a messenger service parked right in front of the building.

CAP:
“…They’re dangerous.”

CAP 2:
Seattle

Panel 2: The driver from the van, Kyle, is sitting behind the security desk, with his feet 
propped up on the desk. He has his cell-phone in one hand and is talking on it, and he’s 
holding a pistol in his other hand which is still smoking. The bodies of two security 
guards are behind him on the floor, with a big pool of blood between them. Kyle is a 
young African-American man with a short hair cut and a goatee. He is wearing goggles 
like what the Reaper was wearing on the first page. He is wearing a uniform with the 
same logo as the van from Panel 1. There are alarm lights going off on the walls around 
him.

PHONE:
Kyle, did Louis not teach you ANYTHING about stealth?

Kyle:
I’m wearing a disguise. 

PHONE:
Which doesn’t help when you shoot up the lobby.

Kyle: 
Just hurry the download up, okay? And skip the lecture.

Panel 3: View is over Kyle’s shoulder towards the desk in front of him. Kyle has his feet 
off of the desk and is leaning towards the screen. The computer screen has a large red 
window popped up on it that says “UNAUTHORIZED ACCESS. CONNECTION 
TERMINTATED” in large letters. There is also an icon of a download in progress that’s 
only halfway completed, which has now been stopped. 

Kyle:
Brooke, what the fuck?!

PHONE:
You set off all of the alarms. What did you expect was going to happen?
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Kyle:
Hang on.

Panel 4:
The view is pulled back to Kyle again. Without turning his body or head, he is pointing 
his gun to the right and slightly behind him towards a door where two security guards 
were running in. Kyle is firing the gun, one bullet has already hit one guard in the head 
and he’s on his way to the ground while the other guard is recoiling from just being hit. 
Both of the guards were carrying automatic rifles. Two shell casings are flying in the air 
after being discharged from the gun.

SFX:
BLAM! BLAM!

Panel 5:
Kyle has lowered the gun and is back on the phone. The two guards are both dead on the 
ground, with blood splattered on the wall behind where they were. 

PHONE:
They shut us down, love. We aren’t getting shit from them like this. 

Kyle:
DAMN IT! We aren’t any closer to finding him!

PHONE:
I know. Just get out of there while those office drones are still hiding in their panic room.

Kyle:
I have a better idea.

Panel 6: View is on the bodies of the dead security guards. We see Kyle’s legs standing 
next to them, and he has leaned down to pick up one of the assault rifles. We can still see 
the rifle as he’s lifting it up. 

Kyle:
Tell me where they’re hiding.
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PAGE TEN (5 panels)

Panel 1: Inside the panic room. There are about 15-20 people inside of it, so it is fairly 
large although it is a tight squeeze for everyone. There are 2 people who are talking to 
each other in the foreground of the panel. The others in the background look relaxed, 
with a couple of the employees talking amongst themselves.

Employee 1:
I just wish that they would give us the all clear. I’ve got a ton of work to do.

Employee 2: 
What if they didn’t get the guy yet?

Employee 1:
It was just some punk, probably thought he could rob the place. They’re probably 
cleaning his brains off the lobby floor right now.

Panel 2: Same view as Panel 1. The people have turned their heads towards the ceiling 
where there is a loudspeaker. A couple of people look surprised and scared about what is 
being said through the speaker as Kyle is addressing the employees hiding inside.

Kyle (Loudspeaker):
Let me tell you all, a little story. It’s the story of the mice and the owl. See, the mice had 
taken something from the owl, something that was very precious to him. And the owl 
wanted it back.

Panel 3: Close up on the employees from Panel 1. They are both terrified, and looking 
around. Some of the other people in the room are now standing and moving about.

Employee 2:
What the hell is going on? You said he was just some punk!

Kyle (Loudspeaker):
But when the owl went to see the mice and get back what was his, they hid in their nest 
where they thought that the owl couldn’t get to them. 

Employee 1:
Calm down! He can’t get in here!

Panel 4: View is on the door panel of the panic room. There is a row of red lights which 
indicates that the room is locked. There is a key pad beneath the lights.

Kyle (Loudspeaker):
So the mice laughed and laughed at the poor owl, as they played with his treasure. But 
they had done two foolish things.
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Panel 5: Inset in Panel 4. A close-up on the lights from Panel 4, but the lights have now 
blinked from Red to Green, indicating that the door is unlocked.

SFX:
KLINK
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PAGE ELEVEN (3 panels)

Panel 1: View is on the two employees. They and the others have moved away from the 
door and are cowering together. There is light pouring in from the open panic room door, 
and a long shadow is being cast by Kyle (who we can’t see).

Employee 1:
Oh my God.

Kyle (OP):
The mice had forgotten that owls are smarter than mice. And they had made the owl very, 
very mad. 

Panel 2: This panel takes up the rest of the page. It’s a full body shot of Kyle. He is now 
wearing a full face mask that looks like The Reaper’s mask from Page 1, along with the 
red goggles over his eyes. He has the assault rifle up in a firing stance and is aiming it 
into the panic room. We can see some of the interior of the office behind him, with light 
coming in from the florescent lights.

Kyle:
Always fear The Reaper, little mice.

Panel 3: Inset in Panel 2 towards the bottom of the panel. It’s a close up of the rifle as it is 
firing. 

SFX:
(Assault rifle sounds)
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PAGE TWELVE (6 panels)

Panel 1: Kyle is walking out of the front doorway of the building. He has taken off his 
mask and is wearing the goggles around his neck, and he is not carrying any of his 
weapons. Kyle is dialing on his cellphone as he is walking. Behind him, black smoke is 
spilling out of the door way in thick clouds. 

Panel 2: Kyle is sitting in the driver’s seat of the messenger van. He has the phone up to 
his ear and is talking to Brooke again.

PHONE:
Do you feel better now?

Kyle: 
I do, yeah. Thanks for asking.

PHONE:
Good.

Panel 3: Close up on the bottom of a woman’s face as she is talking on the phone. This is 
Brooke. She is wearing a bright red lipstick, and some very expensive looking jewelry. 
She has a headset on which she is using to talk to Kyle.

Brooke:
The Chief Executive wants you to come in. He wants to see you right away.

Kyle (PHONE):
Are you serious?

Brooke:
Can you come in on Monday?

Panel 4: Kyle is leaned against the steering wheel, with the phone to his ear still. Behind 
him, large flames are coming out of the office and black smoke is filling the air. We can 
see the silhouette of another person in the passenger seat of the van with Kyle.

Kyle:
Yeah, tell him I’ll be in Monday morning. 

PHONE:
Great. See you at ten.

Panel 5: View is on the van. Kyle has hung up and set the phone in his lap. He has turned 
his head towards the person in the passenger seat and is looking at him. We can now see 
that it is the owner of the van and that he is dead. There is a large knife sticking in the left 
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side of his head where Kyle killed him. Kyle has one hand on the steering wheel and one 
hand on the key in the ignition, starting the engine.

Kyle:
Man, I’m gonna get chewed out by the boss on Monday. Oh well, T.G.I.F. Right, buddy?

Panel 6: The van is driving away down the road as the building is engulfed in flames. 
From the opposite direction, fire trucks are racing down the street with their lights 
flashing as they head towards the building. 

CAP:
“T.G.I.F”
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PAGE THIRTEEN (5 panels)

Panel 1: Simon and Nero have entered into the bullpen area of the office from Nero’s 
office. There’s an empty desk that is facing Nero’s office in the first row of the area, 
which is going to be Simon’s desk. The desk is empty except for a computer set-up with a 
large monitor. Next to this desk on one side is Josh’s desk, which is cluttered with papers 
and some Chicago Bears and Chicago Cubs bobblehead figures. Josh is working at his 
desk on his computer. On the other side of the empty desk is Jamie’s desk, which is very 
organized and tidy, with several photos in frames set up on the wall divider. Jamie is also 
working at her computer, but has her eyes on Simon and Nero as she does.

Nero:
Here’s your desk. Next door is Jamie Romano, she handles all of the filing for the firm. 
Jamie is incredible. She can tell you precisely where any form is, no matter how long ago 
it got filed.

Simon:
Wow.

Nero: 
She’s a lifesaver.

Josh:
Yeah right.

Panel 2: Simon and Nero are walking past Josh’s desk. Josh has turned to face them in his 
chair. 

Nero: 
Josh Brooks, this is Simon Cruise. 

Josh:
What’s up?

Nero:
Josh here is our typist.

Nero:
I thought I told you to clean your desk up.

Panel 3: An action shot as Josh’s hands move at superspeed and organize all of the 
scattered papers on his desk into neat piles.

Panel 4: Josh’s desk is cleaned up, with all the papers arranged into three neat piles. 
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Josh:
Better?

Simon:
Whoa.

Josh:
Impressive right? So what can you do?

Nero:
Get back to work, Mr. Brooks.

Panel 5: Nero and Simon are walking over to where Tim and Melanie are standing at the 
end of the row of desks. Tim and Melanie are talking to each other with their coffee mugs 
still.

Nero:
Josh is an incredible underachiever. Right now, he can only use his superspeed with his 
hands. He spends all day goofing off and still inputs more files than ten people. I wonder 
what he could do if he only applied himself. 
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PAGE FOURTEEN (8 panels)

Panel 1: Nero and Simon are standing next to Tim and Melanie now. Melanie and Tim 
are both eyeing Simon as he walks up. 

Melanie:
Hi guys!

Nero:
Just taking Simon on a tour before he goes up and sees Henry.

Tim:
Have fun with that.

Melanie:
I’m Melanie.

Panel 2: Close-up on Melanie, she’s extended her hand to Simon and is shaking his. 
She’s got a big smile on her face. Tim is rolling his eyes behind Melanie. 

Melanie:
Are you from Chicago, Simon?

Simon:
Not really.

Melanie:
Well, I’d be happy to show you around sometime.

Panel 3: Nero is heading down a hallway away from them. Simon is still with Melanie 
and Tim.

Nero:
Come along, time is wasting. 

Simon: 
Guess I gotta keep on this tour, huh?

Tim:
Yeah, guess so Vin Diesel.

Melanie:
We’ll see you later. 

Melanie (whisper):
You’re such a little bitch, Tim.
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Panel 4: Nero and Simon are entering the elevator. Austin is already standing in the 
elevator. Austin is early 20’s, he has short cropped hair and thick glasses. Austin is 
wearing a white button up with his sleeves rolled up and khaki pants. Austin is carrying a 
laptop computer under his arm. 

Nero:
Ah, Austin. I’d like you to meet the new guy.

Austin:
Hello.

Simon:
How’s it going?

Austin:
I’m alright.

Panel 5: This and the following panels are all smaller and very similar to each other. The 
three guys are in the elevator together, standing in silence.

Panel 6: Austin has turned towards Simon.

Austin:
Your phone would prefer it if you wouldn’t keep it in the same pocket as your keys. It 
doesn’t like being scratched against them.

Panel 7: The doors are open, and Austin is exiting. Simon is very confused and Nero is 
stifling a laugh.

Austin:
I’ll see you guys around.

Panel 8: The doors have closed again. Simon is still confused. Nero is looking at Simon.

Nero:
Yeah. He does that.
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PAGE FIFTEEN (6 panels)

Panel 1: Nero and Simon are off the elevator and walking down a hallway. They are on 
the upper floor of the building, heading towards the HR department. 

Simon:
He can really talk to computers?

Nero:
Austin is a one man IT department. He fixes problems that we don’t even know we have. 
Sometimes though, he gets a little too… chummy with the systems.

Simon:
What, he’s friends with a bunch of computers?

Nero:
You could say that.

Panel 2: Nero and Simon have entered into a waiting area type office. There is a woman, 
Julia Gomez sitting at a desk next to a door. Julia is an older, dark skinned Latina woman, 
with streaks of grey in her well-kept hairdo.

Nero:
Hola Jules.

Julia:
He’s in a real mood today, Mr. Nero. This the new guy?

Nero: 
Indeed he is. Thanks for the heads up.

Panel 3: View is on Nero and Simon as they have entered through the door into Henry’s 
office. The door reads “Henry Cade: H/R Director”. Inside, Marcus is sitting at his desk. 
Henry is a large African-American man in his mid to late forties; he is very muscular and 
imposing. His eyes have a subtle yellow glow emanating from them, the latent effect of 
his ability.

Henry:
It’s about damn time, Chris. 

Nero:
I was just showing Simon around, relax.

Henry:
I was supposed to have all day with him. 
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Panel 4: Henry has gotten up and crossed over to them. The three men are standing next 
to the chairs on one side of Henry’s desk. 

Nero:
Simon, you remember Henry Cade.

Simon:
Morning.

Henry:
Save it. I’m giving up my entire day so I can teach you how to work in an office. That 
ain’t exactly how I wanted to spend my fucking Friday. 

Simon:
Well thanks.

Panel 5: Henry has gotten in Simon’s face and is standing eye to eye with him.

Henry:
Let me make this absolutely clear. The three of us are the only people who know who 
you really are. The others have their suspicions, sure. But no one can ever know or you 
will be putting all of their lives at risk. You tell no one. You will never use your abilities 
inside this building. Do you understand me?

Simon:
Perfectly.

Panel 6: Henry has crossed over to the other side of his desk away from Simon. He’s 
turned back and is staring at Simon. Henry has picked up a stack of documents.

Henry: 
Most people in your shoes would be scared. But not you, “Simon”. You’re not even 
worried. 

Simon:
Should I be?

Henry:
Hmph. Let’s just get down to business.

Warwick Johnson – Drones #1   26



PAGE SIXTEEN (9 panels): This page is a traditional 9 panel grid, where each panel 
looks the same except that time (up to hours at a time) is passing between each panel. 
There could be a clock behind Simon that shows the time moving, or perhaps it’s just 
conveyed by the sun’s position through a nearby window. 

Panel 1: Simon is sitting in the chair across the desk from Henry. Simon has some 
documents open in front of him, and there is a stack of papers next to him on the desk. In 
this panel, Simon is paying attention and listening.

CAP:
11:15 AM

Henry (OP): 
… for organizing e-mails and travel requests. It’s best to keep all e-mails in a chain, and 
to file them appropriately so that if there ever is a question than you can find the 
information. Now, I’m going to show you how to compose an e-mail…

Panel 2: Time has passed. Some of the documents have moved to the other side of Simon 
on the desk because he has read through them. There is a glow on Simon’s face from a 
computer monitor. Simon is looking at it.

CAP:
11:55 AM

Panel 3: Simon is flipping through a book, with Henry leaning over him and pointing to 
something on the page.

CAP:
12:25 PM

Henry:
….screenshots of different things to look for when scheduling. The red here indicates that 
there is a conflict with one or more of the invited parties. The blue around these names 
shows that the people are available at that time. Over here…

Panel 4: Henry is now sitting where Simon was, and is leaning over his desk to look at 
the computer screen.

CAP:
1:03 PM

Henry:
Look at the icons at the top of the screen. There should be one that looks like a clipboard, 
do you see it? Good, now click on that to place the text that you copied.
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Panel 5: Simon is back in his seat. He has his coat off, and has rolled his sleeves up to his 
elbows. He has a set of documents in his hand that he’s reading over.

CAP: 
2:33 PM

Panel 6: Simon is leaning back in his chair. The lights are off in the office but Simon’s 
face is illuminated by the monitor again.

CAP:
3:05 PM

Narrator (OP – Television):
...This is important to remember when dealing with your fellow employees. Everyone 
comes from a different background, and has different opinions. Which is OK! Everyone 
is entitled to live their life the way they want to.

Panel 7: Similar to Panel 6, except that Simon is dozing off in his chair during the video.

CAP:
3:32 PM

Narrator (OP – Television):
And that’s why the S stands for Safe Zone. So long as you remember your C.H.A.I.R.S., 
than this will be a happy and friendly environment for everyone to work in! Up next, 
Tina is going to talk about workplace safety.

Panel 8: Simon has another set of documents in his hand. Most of the documents have 
moved to the other side of Simon on the desk, as they have migrated over. Simon is 
struggling to stay awake while leaning on the arm rest of his chair.

CAP:
4:02 PM

Henry:
Mostly we use PDF’s for sending documents. It’s more secure, especially when sending 
something via an e-mail. If you’ll follow along, I’ll show you how to convert a Word 
document into a PDF. First, click File, up here at the top, then follow it down to here…

Panel 9: Henry is standing behind Simon now, and holding a large binder that is filled 
with papers. Simon is getting up from his chair, holding his suit coat in his hand.

CAP:
4:57 PM
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Henry: 
Read this over the weekend. On Monday, you’ll start training for your job and we’ll go 
over all of your duties. You can head home for the day, and have a good weekend. Do not 
get into any trouble. Understand?
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PAGE SEVENTEEN (5 panels)

Panel 1: Simon is in the lobby and walking towards the front door.  He’s carrying the 
large binder under his arm and has his suit coat in the other arm. Near the door, Josh, 
Tim, and Jamie are all standing together and talking. 

Tim:
Where’s Melanie? 

Josh:
UGH. Why are we waiting for her anyway?

Tim:
Cause we want her around. It’s you that we can’t stand.

Josh:
Ha ha.

Panel 2: Simon is passing them, and is close to the door. Jamie is waving at Simon.

Jamie:
Simon! Hey what’s up?

Simon:
Oh, hey guys. 

Jamie:
How was your first day?

Panel 3: Simon has joined their circle. 

Simon:
It was fine. There was an awful lot to try and pick up on.

Tim:
We’re going over to Mulligan’s for some drinks if you want to join us.

Simon:
Sorry, can’t. I’ve got a lot of reading to do tonight.

Panel 4: Back in Simon’s apartment. Simon is sitting on his couch with the giant binder 
open in front of him. There are several empty beers on the table in front of him. Simon 
has changed into jeans and a plain colored t-shirt. There is yelling coming from the 
apartment directly behind him.
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Neighbor (OP – through wall behind Simon):
…just a friend?! Is that all?! Than why is he texting you all the time?!

Neighbor 2 (OP – through wall):
Cause he likes talking to me!

Panel 5: Simon grabbed his coat, a black leather jacket, off of a hook near the door and is 
walking out the open door of his apartment. He has the binder in his other hand. 

Neighbor (OP):
Oh come on! Who wants to talk to you?!
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PAGE EIGHTEEN (6 panels)

Panel 1: Simon is sitting at a bar and wearing his jacket. He is drinking a beer, and has an 
empty one in front of him. Simon has the binder open on the bar and is reading from it. 
The bar around him is relatively crowded, but not too packed. The bartender is standing 
near Simon.

Bartender:
You need another?

Simon:
Sure.

Panel 2: A woman is sitting next to him and has turned towards Simon. Simon is setting 
his beer down on the bar.

Woman:
You don’t see too many men reading alone in bars. Are you studying for something?

Simon: 
It was my first day at my new job. Just trying to brush up before Monday.

Woman:
You must have been one of those kids that did their homework during class, huh? Come 
on, it’s Friday night. Have some fun.

Panel 3: Simon is facing her. The woman is leaning in towards him, and is resting her 
hand near his, but not quite touching it.

Simon:
I’m having plenty of fun learning about Microsoft Office. What, don’t I look like I’m 
having fun?

Woman:
I know how we could have even more fun.

Simon:
I’m sorry, but I don’t mess around with married women. 

Woman:
What? I’m not married!

Panel 4: Close-up on Simon’s face. There is also a smaller inset panel (Panel 5) inside 
this one. Simon is staring at her.
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Simon:
Yes you are. You have a tan-line on your left ring finger. It’s faint, but it’s there. Look, 
don’t take it personally. You’re really attractive. But I just… can’t get. I’ll buy you a 
drink though.

Panel 5: Inset panel. Close-up on the woman’s finger. There is a tan-line shaped like a 
ring on her ring finger.

Panel 6: The woman is walking away from the bar, away from Simon. She looks pretty 
mad.

Woman: 
Keep it.
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PAGE NINETEEN (6 panels)

Panel 1: Simon is stumbling into his apartment. The apartment is dark, with light pouring 
in from the hallway. Simon is leaning against the doorway. There is still yelling coming 
from the apartment next door.

Neighbor (OP – Through wall):
DO YOU THINK THAT I ENJOY THIS? FIGHTING WITH YOU ALL THE TIME?

Neighbor 2 (OP – Through wall):
JUST LEAVE ME ALONE! LET GO OF ME!!

SFX:
SMACK!

Neighbor 2 (OP): 
YOU BASTERD!

Panel 2: Close up on Simon’s face. It is illuminated by the hallway. Simon is furious, and 
his face is scrunched up in anger. He is looking over towards the other apartment.

Neighbor (OP): 
SHUT UP! NO ONE WANTS TO HEAR IT!

Panel 3: Simon is walking down the hallway towards a door in front of him. 

Neighbor 2 (OP – From door):
MY MOTHER WAS SO RIGHT ABOUT YOU!

Neighbor (OP):
I TOLD YOU –

Panel 4: View from inside the apartment as Simon is kicking the door in. There is a man 
holding a woman by the arm. The woman looks disheveled and has a couple bruises 
around her face. They are both surprised.

Panel 5: Close up on Simon, who is standing in the doorway and is surrounded by the 
splintered remains of the door. His hands are balled up in fists.

Simon:
Let. Her. Go.

Panel 6: The male neighbor has dropped the woman, and she has crumpled to the floor. 
The man has grabbed a baseball bat and is pointing it at Simon.
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Neighbor:
Who the fuck are you? Is this your boyfriend, Marie?

Neighbor 2:
NO! I don’t know who he is!

Neighbor: 
It ain’t going to matter after I bash his head in.
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PAGE TWENTY (5 panels)

Panel 1: Larger panel that shows a sequence of the fight scene where Simon subdues the 
neighbor and beats him pretty severely with his fists/elbows. Below are the key points of 
it, but there can be other little beats shown in it as well. This could also be broken up into 
a sequence of smaller panels as well.

1: Neighbor has swung the bat, but Simon caught it under his arm. 
2: Simon is punching Neighbor in the face several times.
3: Simon slams the Neighbor’s face into his knee, sending blood flying into the air.

Panel 2: Neighbor is on the ground, with blood covering his face and shirt. Simon is 
standing over him, but looking over at the female neighbor.

Neighbor 2: 
Thank… thank you.

Panel 3: Neighbor 2 is walking out the door. Simon has his wallet out, and has a handful 
of cash which he is handing to the female neighbor.

Simon:
Here, take this. Go stay with family or friends or whatever. I’m going to have a little talk 
with your boyfriend here.

Neighbor 2:
Go ahead and kill him. I don’t care either way.

Panel 4: The female neighbor has exited the apartment. Simon is breaking the bat over his 
knee in front of the Neighbor. It’s splintering from the impact. 

SFX:
CRACK!

Simon:
I could kill you right now. But that would be too good for you. Instead, you get to live for 
now. But if you tell anyone that I was here, or if you ever go near her again… 

Panel 5: Simon is crouched down near the Neighbor. He is staring intently at him, pretty 
close to his face. Simon has one part of the broken bat in his hand and is pointing the 
sharp end at the Neighbor. The Neighbor is still bleeding and there quite a bit of blood on 
his shirt. Simon has the sharp end of the bat inches away from the Neighbor’s eyeball.

Simon:
…No one will be able to recognize your mangled corpse. So keep your mouth shut, 
understand?
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PAGE TWENTY ONE

Panel 1: Simon is walking down the hallway carrying both halves of the broken bat in his 
hand. Simon is smiling to himself as he walks down the hallway. The Captions are 
Simon’s narration inside his head, the first time that we are seeing it in this issue, but they 
are going to be a staple from here on out through the rest of the issues.

CAP:
He understands. Or at least he will once he changes his pants and bandages his busted 
nose. Either way, I’ll stop in again in a couple days and make sure that he’s keeping his 
distance from her. 

Panel 2: Simon is entering his apartment. He is hanging his coat up on the hook with one 
hand, and he has the broken bat pieces in the other hand. On the floor near the door is the 
giant binder, which he had dropped on the ground earlier.

CAP:
Mary? Maria? Fuck, what was her name? I really should have gotten that down so I could 
protect her. It was an eventful day, and I’m pretty buzzed right now, so I can’t be too 
hard on myself. 

Panel 3: Simon has pulled the couch away from the wall in the living room. Behind it, 
there is a large safe which is sealed. The safe should be pretty tall and wide, probably 
only a little smaller than the couch that was in front of it.

CAP:
I had my first day at the office, and learned a ton of bullshit about e-mail and 
spreadsheets and things that I never had to worry about before. 

Panel 4: Simon is crouched down next to the safe and is entering numbers into it, in order 
to open it up.

CAP:
My name is Simon Cruise. I am an Admin Assistant (whatever the fuck that means) at 
AVT. I have a shitty apartment on the Northside of Chicago. My name now is Simon 
Cruise.

Panel 5: View from inside the safe. The door is open, and we can see Simon’s face, and 
his hand as he is putting the broken bat pieces inside of the safe. There are some 
silhouetted items inside the safe, like guns or knives, which we can barely make out in 
the light coming into the safe. 

CAP:
I work for the Agency and help them in their fight to protect the world from the Cause, a 
powerful conspiracy determined to rule the world. Months ago, the world’s most 
powerful hero disappeared for good. The Defender is gone, believe me.
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PAGE TWENTY TWO

Panel 1: Full page spread. Simon is standing now, in front of the open safe. He is holding 
the Reaper’s mask and goggles, like the ones from Page One, but these aren’t torn up and 
battle damaged but are instead a new pair. Inside the safe, or at least as much as we can 
see from this vantage point, there are some pistols and assault rifles, and a pile of cash 
and gold on one side of it. 

CAP:
Because I’m the one who killed him.

CAP 2:
My name is Louis Bell. I was the assassin codenamed “the Reaper”.

CAP 3:
I am so fucked.

End of Issue 1.
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